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K-23 Highway to close in Gove County   
 

The American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA) project to reconstruct 17 miles 

of K-23 in Gove County could be under way by March 29, closing the road to traffic during 

construction. 

“We originally planned to close the road on April 5, but due to the upcoming forecast we 

would like to bump that date up by a week and take advantage of the nicer weather,” said project 

manager John Ryan with Venture Corporation - the prime contractor in charge of the project.  

The contract allows the roadway to be closed for 20 weeks, so an early start date could mean the 

roadway will re-open in late August. 

Construction will begin at the Lane/Gove County line and end near the southern city 

limits of Gove. For the duration of the project, travelers will be routed onto a detour around the 

project.  The official detour will take travelers onto K-4 Highway, U.S. 83, U.S. 40, and 

Interstate 70. 

“Since we are totally reconstructing the pavement from the base, the roadway had to be 

closed while the work is going on,” said District Three Engineer Jeff Stewart.   

Rebuilding the roadway includes removing the deteriorated pavement, stabilizing the 

base, and adding seven inches of new asphalt material.  When complete, the new highway will 

have 12-foot driving lanes and two-foot-wide paved shoulders with rumble strips – an added 

safety feature that alerts travelers who are driving too close to the road‟s edge.   



 

 

“A portion of this roadway dates back to the Depression-era Works Progress 

Administration (WPA) and is past the point of a „band-aid‟ treatment,” said Stewart.  “The new 

federally-funded work program will make noticeable improvements to the corridor.” 

The estimated cost of construction is $7.8 million dollars. 

 For more information regarding this project or any other project, please contact KDOT 

District Three Engineer Jeff Stewart at (785) 877-3315 or jstewart@ksdot.org  in Norton or Area 

Engineer Robert Weiss at (785) 672-3113 or robertw@ksdot.org in Oakley or Kristen Brands, 

KDOT‟s northwest Kansas Public Affairs Manager at kristenb@ksdot.org. 
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This information can be made available in alternative accessible formats upon request. 
For information about obtaining an alternative format, contact the Bureau of Transportation Information, 

700 SW Harrison St., Second Floor West, Topeka, KS 66603-3754 or phone 785-296-3585 (Voice) (TTY) 
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